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The five national multi-stakeholder meetings held throughout May 2014 took forward advocacy 

campaigns for the inclusion of climate issues in trade policy and negotiations (Rwanda, 

Uganda); inclusion of trade issues in environmental policy (Tanzania); and stronger climate 

early warning systems (Burundi, Kenya). Participants also discussed existing gaps in research 

and capacity building related to agriculture, climate change and trade, to which future 

interventions should be directed. 

Background 

In 2013, CUTS International Geneva and its country partners released five national studies entitled 

“Climate, Food, and Trade: Where is the Policy Nexus”. The studies identified a number of challenges 

regarding the linkages between climate change, agriculture and trade. Food security was also 

highlighted as a major challenge that needs to be holistically addressed by taking into consideration the 

three critical variables of agriculture, climate change and trade.  

Based on these studies, stakeholders in each country started advocacy campaigns to push for the 

most pressing policy changes launched. These range from the inclusion of climate issues in trade 

policy and negotiations (Rwanda, Uganda) to the inclusion of trade issues in environmental policy 

(Tanzania), as well as stronger climate early warning systems (Burundi, Kenya). 

The meetings 

At the 5th meetings of the PACT EAC National Reference Groups (NRGs) held throughout May 2014, 

the five coalitions to stock of the state of the advancement of the campaigns’ objectives, presented 

adopted supporting advocacy documents (briefing papers, action alerts etc.), and discusse don the 

way forward. The meetings were also an opportunity to brainstorm on the remaining gaps in research 

and capacity building, which future interventions should address with regard to agriculture, climate and 

trade linkages. 

The meetings drew participants from the Ministries responsible for Trade, Environment, Water and 

Natural Resources, East African Community Affairs and Foreign Affairs, farmer groups, civil society 

organisations, research institutions, academia and media.  

 


